THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
remain- (And, of course the generalisation applies
also the other way on: The Marxist usually talks of
Capitalism exactly as the Prophet talked of it seventy
years ago.)
The power of momentum contained in old
habits of thought, the strong instinctive resist-
ance to new ideas, is a motive of conduct whose
force is usually very gravely under-rated. It is cer-
tainly stronger in many minds than any economic
consideration, particularly in these days when the
balance of economic advantage for any group - finan-
ciers as against cheap-money industrialists, industrial-
ists as against agrarians, merchants as against home
producers, home farmers as against Dominions * . *
is so uncertain. A man may well be puzzled these
days to know which policy is most favourable to his
economic interests. In times of puzzlement and intel-
lectual indecision, feelings, instincts, prejudices take
command.
If what we have been witnessing in these re-
treats implied a clear-eyed acceptance of the non-
resister position, or even of the position of a small
power, conscious retirement from the imperial game,
there would be grounds for hope. But those who
rejoice at Mussolini's successes whether in Abyssinia
or in Spain, are certainly not Pacifists. They happen
to be ardent advocates of an immense rearmament.
To rejoice that Mussolini should have made our posi-
tion in the Mediterranean strategically all but impos-
sible, and then demand immense armaments in order
204